Bronchoesophageal fistula in a patient with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma.
Bronchoesophageal fistula secondary to lymphoma is a very rare condition, usually associated with chemo-radiotherapy. We report a case of a patient with a non-Hodgkin's lymphoma (NHL) who, after chemotherapy, developed an oesophago-tracheal fistula. Initially it was treated conservatively but due to the lack of response, a stent was inserted. After nearly one year without success, surgery was considered. Right thoracotomy oesophagectomy and closure of the tracheal defect with an intercostal muscle flap and pericardial patch was performed. This was followed by laparoscopic creation of a gastric tube, which was successfully anastomosed to the cervical oesophagus through a cervicotomy. Unlike oesophageal cancer, NHL can have a good prognosis, so curative treatment of the fistula can be considered. Conservative treatment must always be the first option, leaving stenting or surgery for when the problem persists.